Wedding Special - A Sussex Affair

4 mat, my bosband and [ at 2 Brighton hoase
party. Navar did githar of ws imagins then
that par careless coowwrsation oo that kitcksn

floor woald bring us to the quist alter of Bast
Chiltngtor Parish Church e vears latar. You find Love m
the most unsxpectad placas, they sav, and in our case it was
e

Ha propesad on Formentara. [ was rading on a platform.
bed over-looking tha Maditerrapaan ssa and suddanly
thers ba was - dressed in swimming tronks and tails with
two glassas of champagoe and 2 vintags diameond nog. As
wa bortled back to the Ibiza farry, ring firmly on ficgar, [
startad planning par wedding - ideas came almost as fast
as tha pot-helss bansath the fEmsy tyres of cur trusty
mopad....

By the time we wars home o Sussex, it was o to get the
wadding plans undarway. As an evant crganizar | knaw that
wa kad to gat tha fundamental slamenis of the weddieg
placs bafors we addrassed the details.

Start with 2 visiom of vour parfect day’ This bit is really
fun. fpend tims dreaming up 2 blos-sky seamaric and from
hara build amunshakahbls operational plan with in-boils was-
waather contingeney! For ma that meant 2 rustic-mostalgic
thems and a stowt pair of wedding wallias!. I wanted our
lova of lecal landscaps, food and pacpls fo form the Beart
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of cur calabration. Kags of als, barrals of wine, tmags

of applss, rownds of cheass, baskeats of bread, slabs of
buttar, maats, pies and pickles - all soureed locally. I saw
juts, bops, shaaves of barlay - all tha taxtures of the barm
adorned with flowers, raffia, nbbons and of course loads
and loads of banting!

Zat the date - Whilst the vision is brewing set vour date.
Rathar than somply cpting for all-popalar summar you
might Bka o ckocsa 2 data that is significant to you.
Mavbe you adore May - go for it! Maybe you kave always
fantasized about 3 mid-winter wedding with 2 big fur cape
and roarieg firas - maka it yours’ Por ma Saptamber kas
always had a special resonaecs, and I wanted the sbacdamt
ricknsss of harvest tima to form the bears our calsbraisom.
Krpow vour budget but don't lat it hold you back Weddings
wive us one of the faw chaooas in 1ife to bring oar dreams
to Lfe - even if budget &s an issas do oot lat that stop you
fantasizing at this stags - you will fied that witk creative
thinkieg, careful sccounting aed unskakeabls faith draams
can becoma reality.

Ficd a weous that reflscts your visios - Thars ars many
beautiful venues throaghout Sassex whick are gaared for
Waddings. Budgsat is often the promary considaration, but
alzo baar i mind ths ambiseos of your vision. For as the
humble parish hall, was parfact. Wa choss Westmaston,
with its backdrop of the downs, pleoty of space outsida

for gameas, and best of all it was a horseerids away from the
Church Wa spant our first hour as busbaed and wife nding
togathar through bazutifol countryside - unforgsttabla
Ditchling Morris gavs us 2 sansationzl walcome on arrival
at Wastmeston, making an avemuws of sticks for us to ride
throagh and then daneing the party into bamg. Cmea W
dismoantsd we bad the first of maoy glasses of Ridgaiew
wing - divine!

Attenticn to Datad Oecs you bave got the mfrastracturs

of vour wedding in placs it is tims to get craative with the
datails. Try to run your thamas through as maoy alemeants as
vou can. Think colours, textures, food, drinks, snisriamment
aed sven possikly drass code. Wa suggested cur guasts
waar ‘Country attive’. This produced a vintags collection

of hacking jackefs, canas, hats and shawls whick mada for
patstanding photos! During the spesckas we had Punch &
Judy for the kids, and afterwards good old-faskioned gamas
oa tha lawn, iecluding Tha Tug of Love - his family against
ming! A5 the svening draw in tha Cadlidh bugan - Unrecl bhad
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us whirbng aed twirbieg - ¢ld and yoang aliks -

uniil the D]'s came on aed took us info 2 party
to Temambar!

Utdlizas ths talants of the paopls you already
know aed doz't ba afraid to ask! Prisnds

and family gemarally love gatbng mvolvad

in weddings and oftsn harboar rich pools of
talsnt. My brothar-ic-law drew ths charch fer
tka invitations, my mum craated the caka, my
sistar did tha flowars, my brothars crganised
tha music. Prisnds sang, D)'sd and danead for
us late into the might. All thase things savad
mon&y, but even mors importantly mada it a
raal family affair.

Have a baauwtiful placs to go at tha snd of it
all Woaderfizl thoogh the day is, [ have yat to
maat 2 brids or groom who wars not ready fo
disappsar by midmight. Tha $hallay's Hotel in
Lawes provided us with the parfact gat-away,
and wa wera abls to sit on their tarracs with 2

last bottls of champagne and reflact togethar
oo our amazing day. The next day, we boardad
tha slagpar traim to Port Willam - oot quite

# local country wedding
made unforgettable by

Cussed's incredible abundance
of local food and wine and s
talented. open-hearted people

tha Oriant Bxpruss, buat sating brazkfast in tha
highlands was unforgettabls! CEmbing Ban
Mavis was the frst challange w54t oursalves as
hushand and wife so after ratreating to tha Isla
of 8kye wa mada ot all tha way fo ths top of tha
Eritish Islas.

5o from the kbtchsn floor to the top of the
world - what an iperedibla jourmey 1% has bem'
Haartfalt thanks go pat to al the peopls whe
hawe supported as oo our joarnay and who
mads our wedding day so magical. Spacial
thazks go out to our family, our children

and our frisnds and to my pricslass husbhand
without whoms there weald kave besn no
wadding at 2l

Thaoks also to Sophis from Sussax $4yle for
snabling m& to realize another draam - to writs
abpat my wedding aed shars it with you. Gocd
Tk with your Sussex Affair - may vou too have
a gloriows journey to Lowe.

& Michella Pearca 2009
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